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Les Paul's 1954 Gibson "Black Beauty"
Guitar Sells for $335,500 at Auction
Posted 02/20/2015 at 12:07pm | by Guitar World Staff

Last night, Indianapolis Colts owner Jim Irsay
paid $335,500 for a controversial guitar, Les
Paul's very own 1954 Les Paul Custom "Black
Beauty."

According to The New York Times, Irsay's
guitar curator, Christopher McKinney, placed
the bid at the February 19 auction, which took
place at Guernsey's in New York City.

“I know there was a lot of negative talk from a
few guys who were well respected but look, it’s
an important guitar and I’m happy to have it as
part of my collection,” Irsay told The
Washington Post.

The owner of Black Beauty was Tom Doyle, Les
Paul's long-time guitar tech, friend and sound
man. Doyle also was selling other Les Paul
memorabilia through the Guernsey's auction,
titled The Tom Doyle Collection, including a
prototype Gretsch 6120, called Dark Eyes, that
belonged to Chet Atkins. Carrying a pre-
auction estimate of $50,000 to $1 million, the
Gretsch didn't reach its reserve price and
wasn't sold.

Notable sales included an RCA 74-B mic with
stand ($2,000), a Stevens pickup winder from
the Gibson factory that went for $1,600 and
Les's DeArmond Tremolo Control, which sold
for $1,000. The bargain of the night was
probably the Ampex 400 recorder that sold for
$500 (all of the other items that did sell went for
$500, including Mary Ford's music stand). Nine
of the 17 items offered for sale were sold.

In the end, however, all eyes were on the Black Beauty.

“I don’t believe it’s the “Holy Grail,” Irsay said. “I don’t think there is a Holy Grail, frankly. But it
really enhances my collection significantly. And I’m really happy to have it.”

"We know the importance of the guitar historically," McKinney told James Barron of The New York
Times. “This guitar was used by Les in recordings, in television. It was his main guitar for
innovations. It shows his thinking and progress as an inventor. A lot of the things that were done to
this guitar went on to become industry standard.”

It was reported that McKinney was ready to bid up to $625,000 for the '54 Custom.

Pre-auction press about Black Beauty was rampant, and some sale estimates for the guitar were in
the strata of $1 million or more.

The guitar also stirred up quite a debate in vintage circles, as well as in two critical stories by
Washington Post reporter Geoff Edgers. Guitar Player magazine was called out for calling Black
Beauty "The Grail" and for stating the 1954 Custom was the "genesis of all Les Paul guitars to
follow."

According to Mike Molenda, Guitar Player's editor in chief, the magazine stood by calling Black
Beauty "The Grail," due to its early and essential importance in Les Paul's experimentation for his
ultimate sound, as well as some "corrections" to elements that Les was not happy with on the
original 1952 Les Paul goldtop. Les apparently had threatened to take his name off of the guitar,
had Gibson's Ted McCarty and others at the Gibson factory not come up with something he
wanted to play for the early 1953/1954 Les Paul Custom prototype (which was made "custom" for
Les—though some called it a "pre-production" model).

However, Guitar Player apologized to readers for fumbling the "genesis" issue in the April 2015
issue of the magazine. While GP still feels Doyle had some compelling data here, vintage guitar
experts took issue with the specifics, and we have invited the Les Paul Legacy series author, Robb
Lawrence, to provide a historical timeline in our April 2015 issue to clarify the Les Paul guitar's
production.

“I think we can take a lot of little things from this,” said Tom Wittrock, co-owner of the Les Paul
Forum, in the post-auction article filed by Edgers for The Washington Post. “One, I don’t think it
was worth getting worked up. Two, the method of marketing it, it didn’t help. I don’t know if it hurt,
but I don’t think it helped.”

Les Paul's 1954 Gibson "Black
Beauty" Guitar Sells for $335,500 at Auction

Related

YOU MIGHT ALSO LIKE...

Username: *

Password: *

Login

Forgot your username or password?
Click here for help.

Log in to Guitar World directly or log in using Facebook

Login w ith Facebook

Don't have an account? Join Now.

Top 20 Hair Metal Albums of the
Eighties

Slow Burn: The Top 10 Slow
Guitar Solos

The 30 Greatest Shred Albums
of All Time

The Top 10 Songs That'll Get
You Lucky

The 25 Greatest Acoustic Songs
In Hard Rock

45
Comments

29
Comments

28
Comments

25
Comments

21
Comments

LATEST NEWS

Awesome Xylophone Led Zeppelin Cover —
Video 2 hours 36 min ago

The 30 Greatest Shred Albums of All Time 3
hours 7 min ago

How to Make Great "Guitar Faces" — Video 4
hours 9 min ago

Jimmy Page and Soundgarden's Chris
Cornell Talk Led Zeppelin History and More
— Video 7 hours 38 min ago

Skate Guitar Project Turns Broken
Skateboard Decks Into Eco-Friendly
Instruments — Video 22 hours 55 min ago

Johnny Winter Lesson: Slide Riffing in Open
A Tuning 23 hours 10 min ago

In Deep with Andy Aledort: Jamming Rhythm
and Lead Guitar Over a Classic Blues-Type
Form — Video 23 hours 15 min ago

FEATURED CONTENT

Slide Riffing with Johnny
Winter

10 Great Slide Guitar
Songs
From Elmore James to Sonny
Landreth, here are 10 pieces
of essential slide guitar...

Kurt Cobain's Last GW
Interview
Guitar World looks back at its
f inal interview  w ith the
Nirvana guitarist.

IN THE MAGAZINE

See what's inside
Current issue on sale now ! Click
here to see w hat's inside the new
issue and w hich songs are
transcribed.

Buy it now!

Now on the iPad
 

MOST COMMENTED ARTICLES

GUITAR WORLD ON FACEBOOK

Guitar World

1,497,994 people like Guitar World.

Facebook social plugin

Like

Recommendations

Sign Up
Create an account or Log In to see w hat your friends recommend.

The 30 Greatest Shred Albums of All Time | Guitar World
Be the f irst of your friends to recommend this.

Pieta Brown Premieres New video for "Flowers of Love" | Guitar World
124 people recommend this.

Periphery's Mark Holcomb Demos His New PRS Guitars Signature Model — Video | Guitar
World
1,194 people recommend this.

Facebook social plugin

GUITAR WORLD ON TWITTER
The DIY Musician: Frankenstein
Guitars and the Pizza Dobro -
http://t.co/HUO6DrXGqd
http://t.co/6lwYEjpP1j — 8 min 48 sec
ago

Check out our preview of @stevevai's
new DVD! http://t.co/q6HBjcDna3
http://t.co/Ys8UA69aEl — 35 min 47
sec ago

Even @JimmyPage loved this truly
epic #Xylophone @ledzeppelin Cover!
VIDEO http://t.co/BeOmM8vTMf
http://t.co/FTWvfUFnZE — 2 hours 25
min ago

The 30 Greatest Shred Albums of All
Time! http://t.co/wRIdYVnBYi
@chickenfootjoe @BradPaisley
@Pantera http://t.co/gD0vX2y387 — 2
hours 59 min ago

 1 of 438 ››

Home  Interview s  Features  Lessons  Gear  Artists  Girls  Store  Subscribe

New s  Blogs  Contests  Galleries

Subscribe  About Us  Advertising  Privacy Policy  Terms & Conditions  RSS Feeds  Site Map  Customer Service  FAQ

Copyright 2015 © NewBay Media, LLC. 28 East
28th Street, 12th floor, New York, NY 10016 T

(212) 378-0400 F (917) 281-4704
 

1812 186

Search Login | Join Login w ith Facebook

Current IssueMarch 2015 Issue Videos

News Interviews Lessons Gear Blogs Girls Store Acoustic Nation Subscribe

Features Video Reviews Artists Contests Photos Tabs Videos

FREE LESSONS

http://www.jamplay.com/?utm_source=guitarworld&utm_campaign=guitarworld&utm_content=top-menu
http://www.guitarworld.com/features/videos
http://www.guitarworld.com/tabs
http://www.guitarworld.com/galleries
http://www.guitarworld.com/contests
http://www.guitarworld.com/artists
http://www.guitarworld.com/tags/music-reviews
http://www.guitarworld.com/features/videos
http://www.guitarworld.com/features
https://subscribe.pcspublink.com/sub/subscribe.aspx?guid=d2e0acd7-5fc7-4bf2-acfe-7a0f58bb71c9
http://www.guitarworld.com/acoustic-nation
http://store.guitarworld.com/?&utm_source=guitarworld.com&utm_medium=secondarynav&utm_campaign=store
http://www.guitarworld.com/features/girls-guitar-world
http://www.guitarworld.com/blogs
http://www.guitarworld.com/gear
http://www.guitarworld.com/lessons
http://www.guitarworld.com/interviews
http://www.guitarworld.com/news
http://www.guitarworld.com/mar2015
http://guitarworld.myshopify.com/collections/guitar-world/products/guitar-world-march-15-black-sabbath
http://www.guitarworld.com/user/register
http://www.guitarworld.com/user/login/thickbox?height=375&width=620&modal=true&destination=node%2F23559
http://www.guitarworld.com/
http://www.nbmedia.com/
http://www.guitarworld.com/faq
https://subscribe.pcspublink.com/Wbsis/default.aspx?pub=GTWD
http://www.guitarworld.com/sitemap.xml
http://www.guitarworld.com/rss.xml
http://www.newbaymedia.com/terms-and-conditions/
http://www.newbaymedia.com/privacy-policy/
http://www.guitarworld.com/advertising_contacts
http://www.guitarworld.com/about_us
https://subscribe.pcspublink.com/sub/subscribe.aspx?guid=d2e0acd7-5fc7-4bf2-acfe-7a0f58bb71c9
http://www.guitarworld.com/galleries
http://www.guitarworld.com/contests
http://www.guitarworld.com/blogs
http://www.guitarworld.com/news
https://subscribe.pcspublink.com/sub/subscribe.aspx?guid=d2e0acd7-5fc7-4bf2-acfe-7a0f58bb71c9
http://store.guitarworld.com/?&utm_source=guitarworld.com&utm_medium=footer&utm_campaign=store
http://www.guitarworld.com/features/girls-guitar-world
http://www.guitarworld.com/artists
http://www.guitarworld.com/gear
http://www.guitarworld.com/lessons
http://www.guitarworld.com/features
http://www.guitarworld.com/interviews
http://www.guitarworld.com/
http://www.guitarworld.com/les-pauls-1954-black-beauty-guitar-sells-335500-auction?page=0%2C1
http://t.co/gD0vX2y387
http://twitter.com/Pantera
http://twitter.com/BradPaisley
http://twitter.com/chickenfootjoe
http://t.co/wRIdYVnBYi
http://t.co/FTWvfUFnZE
http://t.co/BeOmM8vTMf
http://twitter.com/ledzeppelin
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=%23Xylophone
http://twitter.com/JimmyPage
http://t.co/Ys8UA69aEl
http://t.co/q6HBjcDna3
http://twitter.com/stevevai
http://t.co/6lwYEjpP1j
http://t.co/HUO6DrXGqd
http://oasc08011.247realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.guitarworld.com/L19/734297683/Position3/NBMedia/House_GW_Lessons_GW_Takeover_Feb20_Feb23_2015/MPU_FINAL46755162.jpg/4f46566a61565472693363414145634b?x
http://oasc08011.247realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.guitarworld.com/L19/196004632/Position2/NBMedia/House_GW_Lessons_GW_Takeover_Feb20_Feb23_2015/MPU_FINAL.jpg/4f46566a61565472693363414145634b?x
https://subscribe.pcspublink.com/sub/subscribe.aspx?guid=5132959e-3f60-41a4-8511-558985596002
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/guitar-world-magazine/id469908707
http://guitarworld.myshopify.com/collections/guitar-world/products/guitar-world-march-15-black-sabbath?&utm_source=homepage&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=sidebar
http://www.guitarworld.com/mar2015
http://store.guitarworld.com/collections/guitar-world/products/guitar-world-march-15-black-sabbath?&utm_source=homepage&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=sidebar
http://www.guitarworld.com/kurt-cobain-talks-gear-and-more-his-final-guitar-world-interview-1992
http://www.guitarworld.com/essential-listening-10-great-slide-guitar-songs
http://www.guitarworld.com/acoustic-nation-lesson-slide-riffing-open-johnny-winter
https://nbmedia.wufoo.com/forms/guitar-world-daily-shred-free-newsletter-signup/
http://oasc08011.247realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.guitarworld.com/L19/1917822217/Position1/NBMedia/House_GW_Lessons_GW_Takeover_Feb20_Feb23_2015/TOWER_FINAL.jpg/4f46566a61565472693363414145634b?x
https://www.linkedin.com/company/guitar-world
https://plus.google.com/114697169477642420269
https://www.b2bmediaportal.com/nbmedia/gwd.aspx?
http://instagram.com/guitarworldmagazine
http://www.youtube.com/user/guitarworld
http://twitter.com/guitarworld
http://www.facebook.com/GuitarWorld
http://www.guitarworld.com/deep-andy-aledort-jamming-rhythm-and-lead-guitar-over-classic-blues-type-form-video
http://www.guitarworld.com/acoustic-nation-lesson-slide-riffing-open-johnny-winter
http://www.guitarworld.com/skate-guitar-project-turns-broken-skateboard-decks-eco-friendly-instruments-video
http://www.guitarworld.com/jimmy-page-and-soundgardens-chris-cornell-talk-led-zeppelin-history-and-more-video
http://www.guitarworld.com/how-make-great-guitar-faces-video
http://www.guitarworld.com/30-greatest-shred-albums-all-time
http://www.guitarworld.com/awesome-xylophone-led-zeppelin-cover-video
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guitarworld.com%2Fperipherys-mark-holcomb-demos-his-new-prs-guitars-signature-model-video&h=uAQE_mps6&enc=AZNZNVX7BSZlLw8cJY4dA_8u4LA8jSl04wUosQ4aNyP94HgCKZi4HJYOJm33wTh3dcQXg-sm3KlZFsMNN38EIGPRNn5xkcbKoW__L75UQa6fw8D5ZmFE5ivsLfUP0Z6KHfkTA65-PwOBBGGD3u8TJ3gjgApcBBHdkIavh2P7gFJotaWmgatnwmsR57SOgafvkBrOBi6lNfcE36LOCsranpKgeBHFdsN0PUhVMbdv68FOKA&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guitarworld.com%2Facoustic-nation-pieta-brown-premieres-new-video-flowers-love&h=rAQHO0xeL&enc=AZNoorrcpm16WgdeBcgYmBBvVmFRMdldzKsTZ66-P_kZmseHooKX4296UYXKt7PAG-CTC0lVlpILi_05dQ-YbMq626HXn9ichlLnM2c-7BDxJil4341ipraiyFZ5YxnSONk_KsvuE_tYNSelG-ZS_JyBmNYy0hMBKUAgjZ-a721QFDcYW53O92Mc4LuDC7bXtcGlfkFKm5aCFknmArq2DO6KA6B0CzSCsWNLLOxVb_zzDeRqwYGI9dC7c4M-x5s3O_g&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guitarworld.com%2F30-greatest-shred-albums-all-time%23slide-3&h=eAQHvKtwg&enc=AZPfPaPgNgDi4JVrJPNefASzU8nGfM3KkNX5bqEwE68SbQL5YGhJRj-Os2uV7ZTbq6Y3YXL35_miqWVdufMmf5V0S3N49I4SnVtrw2tAEsWlvKTG83Wr8pOMInoB29-qRDHaJLZzq5V3_EBePXeThjcWfAEGcEzB_-GPfP62Msi75UZ5In3HeozFLqunvtq_ah7olj_eEb-cj1_rEmG7rCKogpDfNjAIBKT9WkJK14RAiGp8dwKR8Q-fAH2jTCWHu1o&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/recommendations.php?site=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guitarworld.com&width=298&height=300&header=false&colorscheme=light&font=arial&border_color=%23FFFFFF#
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guitarworld.com%2Fperipherys-mark-holcomb-demos-his-new-prs-guitars-signature-model-video&h=mAQFKmWc0&enc=AZPUcchHMAPklvHKGyn0ug7XBTNWhA9pabkvtj2zoPCVnBzTpXwrUOD_8Ti0xqmsI1j9rHjkcWYyguWX9f0oXEVliqoaJEpw_Bae109c5cTLAoFRYuUUiNdW4aMesfLICd5cB27i_9LgEHwDZWQQPWytoeGnmJ7jsnsLxB3GG5GqT2lZ1ZixGfvEqC3U7oSfexzxwDL-vjyZgHLeuCEG9O9yiH2OgscwpIN0M_u3slVGeg&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guitarworld.com%2Facoustic-nation-pieta-brown-premieres-new-video-flowers-love&h=kAQGwUi0r&enc=AZOlJ_oaS7hbh3nM7LZFVC3j7y759FuwtU19uOl6xysmI5dcA6Gh-fgSVWDStDzaHPGNJXUV71uth1Obiw6O1ByC0_0w4OX_awtoOoYrVj-If-hHLBRFBmToB812oR37-6-QBl4DDRHDj2l5p3wOljl9doWeYlaWpnskVjk1srBQoteqK632LY3SsH78fMZ-Ugr6cB4iufygdEDzj6un88oUKxehyZ7bDS4TIvdIVCAR88Bnw89Tx55-vV-LdKxBkmE&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guitarworld.com%2F30-greatest-shred-albums-all-time%23slide-3&h=yAQHQW08V&enc=AZN9nIFhE2O7TdFnlhxDwxBK1i2M1CFaTuLqrZGK6qRzC8jDusG_aRj6Y4X1gs7qxFJVLgxiuOWE8Yrxpzc_7SX1WhUhQE9SlBPZTu-dqsh8YzVwj261227aTrZUIL0ED3gtVRfMBktQJ5GGTIMWELO7LkBoB1_kegGocsRSlqFPCost6kywA5bJMdADJyYFnd1cbMTuGI8rSvkAUa1wDo6iYdbrGbesGedps6ZmT1-Py1ferQlidAmWcpS5s7jS3EI&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id&placement=recommendations_plugin&extra_2=US
https://www.facebook.com/gabe.lusby.9
https://www.facebook.com/lexia.alex.3
https://www.facebook.com/indraprakash.khumanthem
https://www.facebook.com/dario.nunesbarros
https://www.facebook.com/gabor.galovtsik.5
https://www.facebook.com/vishal.kshetry.7
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
https://www.facebook.com/GuitarWorld
https://www.facebook.com/GuitarWorld
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
https://www.facebook.com/GuitarWorld
http://www.guitarworld.com/guitar-world-launches-guitar-world-lessons-app-and-webstore
http://www.guitarworld.com/acoustic-nation-25-greatest-acoustic-songs-hard-rock#comments
http://www.guitarworld.com/top-10-songs-thatll-get-you-lucky#comments
http://www.guitarworld.com/30-greatest-shred-albums-all-time#comments
http://www.guitarworld.com/top-ten-slow-guitar-solos#comments
http://www.guitarworld.com/top-20-hair-metal-albums-eighties#comments
http://www.guitarworld.com/acoustic-nation-25-greatest-acoustic-songs-hard-rock
http://www.guitarworld.com/top-10-songs-thatll-get-you-lucky
http://www.guitarworld.com/30-greatest-shred-albums-all-time
http://www.guitarworld.com/top-ten-slow-guitar-solos
http://www.guitarworld.com/top-20-hair-metal-albums-eighties
http://store.guitarworld.com/collections/guitar-world/products/guitar-world-march-15-black-sabbath/?&utm_source=homepage&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=sidebar
http://www.guitarworld.com/kurt-cobain-talks-gear-and-more-his-final-guitar-world-interview-1992
http://www.guitarworld.com/take-advantage-guitar-worlds-february-clearance-sale-40-percent-everything
http://www.guitarworld.com/essential-listening-10-great-slide-guitar-songs
http://www.guitarworld.com/acoustic-nation-lesson-slide-riffing-open-johnny-winter
http://www.guitarworld.com/user/register
http://www.guitarworld.com/twitter/redirect
http://www.guitarworld.com/user/password
http://www.guitarworld.com/user/152599
https://nbmedia.wufoo.com/forms/guitar-world-daily-shred-free-newsletter-signup/
http://www.guitarworld.com/user/152599
http://www.guitarworld.com/user/login/thickbox?height=375&width=620&modal=true&destination=node%2F23559&commentfragment=comments_top_anchor
http://www.guitarworld.com/news
http://www.guitarworld.com/features/videos
http://www.guitarworld.com/tags/tom-doyle
http://www.guitarworld.com/les-paul-0
http://www.guitarworld.com/tags/gibson
http://www.guitarworld.com/les-paul
http://www.guitarworld.com/jack-white-premieres-interactive-black-bat-licorice-music-video
http://www.guitarworld.com/zakk-wylde-discusses-wylde-audio-his-new-line-guitars-amps-and-effects-video
http://www.guitarworld.com/next-bend-10-essential-b-bender-guitar-songs-damian-fanelli
http://www.guitarworld.com/blackberry-smokes-holding-all-roses-serves-dozen-southern-fried-cuts
http://www.guitarworld.com/guitar-world-launches-guitar-world-lessons-app-and-webstore
http://www.guitarworld.com/beauty-burst-tells-story-1958-1959-and-1960-gibson-sunburst-les-pauls
http://www.guitarworld.com/10-ways-hold-guitar-beginners-video
http://www.guitarworld.com/tom-morello-premieres-music-video-black-spartacus-heart-attack-machine
http://www.guitarworld.com/tom-morello-premieres-music-video-black-spartacus-heart-attack-machine
http://www.guitarworld.com/mary-ford-and-les-pauls-1961-gibson-sg-sells-90k-pawn-stars
http://www.guitarworld.com/mary-ford-and-les-pauls-1961-gibson-sg-sells-90k-pawn-stars
http://www.guitarworld.com/rare-1954-gibson-les-paul-goldtop-sells-much-less-expected-auction
http://www.guitarworld.com/rare-1954-gibson-les-paul-goldtop-sells-much-less-expected-auction
http://www.guitarworld.com/les-pauls-gibson-black-beauty-guitar-holy-grail-join-debate
http://www.guitarworld.com/les-pauls-gibson-black-beauty-guitar-holy-grail-join-debate
http://oasc08011.247realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.guitarworld.com/L19/291551974/Bottom/NBMedia/House_GW_Lessons_GW_Takeover_Feb20_Feb23_2015/LEADERBOARD_FINAL46755128.jpg/4f46566a61565472693363414145634b?x
http://oasc08011.247realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.guitarworld.com/L19/1008520238/x96/NBMedia/House_GW_Lessons_GW_Skin_Feb20_Feb23_2015/House_GW_Lessons_GW_Skin_Jan08_Jan11_2015.html/4f46566a61565472693363414145634b?http://www5.smartadserver.com/diff/1170/3912383/go6.asp?3912383%3B495597%3B0%3B1008520238%3BS%3Bsystemtarget=%24qc%3d1307010472%3b%24ql%3dhigh%3b%24qpc%3d07103%3b%24qpp%3d973%3b%24qt%3d152_471_37332t%3b%24dma%3d501%3b%24b%3d14999%3b%24o%3d99999%3b%24sh%3d0%3b%24sw%3d0%3Btarget=%3b%24mct%3d0t%3Bno%3b%24dt%3d1t%3b%24dma%3d501%3B%3B12122673%3Bclickvars=

